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Bayonne, a town for living life to the full 

Bayonne is certainly not a city that lacks character. The same can be said of the 
Basque Country, of which Bayonne is the economic hub. This is a landscape in 
which red and white houses cling to lush green hillsides and where the ocean 
constantly beckons, inviting us to explore distant shores. A land of contrasts, a land 
bound to the sea, the Basque Country still remains "this little corner of France 
where happiness blooms, where one can experience the joys of Paradise before 
time", as the ‘prince of light’ Luis Mariano, an enthusiastic ambassador for the 
region, liked to see it. In fact, he paid Bayonne the greatest compliment possible in 
dedicating a song to the town: Bayonne mon amour. (Bayonne my love) "Bayonne 
vous appelle, répondez-lui présent!" (Bayonne is calling you, reply, ‘here I am!’) 

A busy town for business and shopping, all year round 

From the earliest times, Bayonne has stood out as a trading and commercial centre par 
excellence. This the crossroads where, in years gone by, sailors and landsmen exchanged 
goods and services. Today, Bayonne’s commercial tradition continues to thrive. There are 
bustling, clean and flower-decked streets featuring attractive shops, from major national 
retail names to small but nonetheless fascinating boutiques and an unspoilt, 
pedestrianized historic town centre... It’s true that going shopping here is a delightful 
experience thanks to the sheer variety of goods on offer. Stop for one minute before the 
shop displays and you’ll be sure to fall for a fine piece of Basque linen or under the spell of 
some delightful decorative item from a bygone age in one of the antiques dealers or bric-a-
brac shops to be found around the cathedral. Or perhaps you’ll let yourself be tempted by 
one of the delicious regional products on sale under the Halles (covered marketplace), 
renovated in the Baltard style. 

A more relaxing way to travel 
For several years now Bayonne has been making strenuous efforts to reduce car traffic in 
its town centre. Easily recognizable thanks to their orange livery, electric buses travel all 
over town. They are free of charge and run from 7.30am to 7.30pm every day except 
Sundays and Public Holidays. Buses run every six minutes to the main town centre 
destinations and major tourist sights: museums, the Saint-André church, the cathedral and 
the Château-Vieux are naturally on the route. 

Free bicycle rental for all your sightseeing trips 

Like Paris with its "vélib" scheme, Bayonne also has a public bicycle rental service with 
stands located in the five covered car parks, the Maison des Associations and the Tourist 
Office. Bicycles are lent, free of charge, for a maximum duration of one day. All you have 
to do is to fill in a contract at one of the seven information centres, show valid identification 
and leave a deposit or an identity card or other valid identification. Please remember that 
bicycles must be returned to where they were borrowed, before the centre’s closing time. 
These bicycles are not available for hire to children under the age of 15. Bayonne now has 
more than 40km (25miles) of cycle paths, offering you an easy and inexpensive way of  
getting to know the town at your own pace. 
 
Information: 0033 559460900 
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Bayonne, an historic town 

Bayonne’s impressive architectural heritage is a reflection of its rich historical 
past… a destiny intimately bound to its harbour, to its location at the meeting of the 
Adour and Nive rivers and to its nearness to Spain. The town has met each of the 
challenges that it has faced in the spirit of its motto of Nunquam Polluta, meaning: 
never besmirched! Its importance in military terms grew ever-greater over the 
centuries, as did its role as a trading centre, as can be seen in the fine buildings and 
houses that mark it out from all other Basque towns. Wherever one looks, 
Bayonne’s built heritage is a testament to its rich and varied past: vaulted cellars, 
fine, ‘bull’s blood red’ half-timbered town houses, buildings in cut stone boasting 
the most intricately-worked wrought iron balconies and more besides… 

 

From Lapurdum to Baïona 

Bayonne’s story begins in ancient times, with the establishment of a Roman military camp 
known as Lapurdum. The city wall, rue des Augustins, and the la Plachotte tower, also 
Roman, are visible to this day. Unfortunately, they were not able to protect the town from 
Barbarian invasion. It was not until the 10th century that the name of Baïona was 
definitively adopted, (Baïona meaning good river in Basque). The town’s trading activities 
started to take shape and the port became one of the most important in the Duchy of 
Aquitaine. 

 

300 years of English rule 

The course of Bayonne’s history was radically altered, when in 1152, Eleanor, duchess of 
Aquitaine, married Henry Plantagenet, King of England. This was to be the beginning of a 
Golden Age that lasted nearly three centuries. The harbour became a major commercial 
base between France and England. The town prospered and grew, this being notably 
reflected in its religious art and architecture, the greatest example of which is the 
Cathedral Sainte-Marie, a masterpiece inspired by the Gothic style of the North. Bayonne 
also became a military base known for its shipyards. 

 

A French fortified town 

On coming under French control in 1451, during the reign of Charles VII, Bayonne took on 
a strategic importance in the geopolitical context of the time, which was marked by the 
conflict with Spain. However, a new event was to abruptly change the course of the town’s 
history: the Adour river’s changing course shifted to the North, towards the Landes region: 
Bayonne’s harbour silted up and its maritime traffic went elsewhere. A large-scale works 
program fixing the river in the course through which it still flows today had to wait until the 
time of Louis de Foix. Once this was completed, the harbour of Bayonne took on a second 
lease of life. After a peace agreement was reached with Spain in 1659, Louis XIV tasked 
Vauban with the job of fortifying the town and building a fort and citadel on the site. From 
that time on, the town’s fate was to be inextricably linked to its role as a fortified town. 
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Bayonne, city of the Arts 

Boasting a remarkable location at the meeting point of the Adour and Nive rivers, 
Bayonne, the friendly cultural centre of the Basque Country, is home to an amazing 
artistic and architectural heritage. Bayonne is rather like a huge, open-air museum: 
you simply have to look around you, stroll through the streets with no particular 
destination in mind and push open a door here and there in order to be astounded 
at the exceptional diversity of Bayonne’s heritage. The true living heart of the town 
is to be found in its maze of alleys and narrow streets: tall buildings with painted 
wood frames, looking something like giant dolls houses, huddle together. Behind 
the Halles marketplace, the Maison Moulis, a Renaissance-era house, is 
undoubtedly the most striking half-timbered construction in town, even if the 
houses on the quai Jaureguiberry and in the la Plachotte district offer the best 
examples of the town’s classic architectural style. 

Bayonne, a fortified town 

A veritable ring of old stones worn smooth by the passage of time, Bayonne’s walls mark 
the town’s first boundaries. Modified over the course of the centuries, the wall’s current 
design is first and foremost the work of Vauban. The Château Vieux, built on the ruins of 
the old Roman fort is a massive Medieval fortress located right in the heart of the town 
centre! The Château Neuf which overlooks Petit Bayonne, was constructed by Charles VII, 
just after the Hundred Years’ War. The main entrance to the Vauban-designed Citadel 
opens to the South, offering a magnificent panorama that stretches out before you. 

Bayonne, religious architecture 

The twin spires of the cathedral Sainte-Marie tower over the town. Influenced by the 
architectural style of the Champagne region, it stands out from all other Gothic buildings in 
the South of France, probably because of the influence of pilgrims travelling on the Way of 
St James to Santiago de Compostela. The adjoining cloister, in the flamboyant gothic 
style, is one of the largest in France. The Bishop’s Palace located opposite and the 
churches of Saint-André and Saint-Esprit provide further evidence (if that were needed) of 
the architectural impact of religion in Bayonne. 

Label city of art and history 

Bayonne became, in January 2011, part of the national network of French towns and 
cities labelled "Ville d'art et d'histoire (city of art and history). 
This prestigious label is awarded by the Ministry of culture to communities who protect and 
enhance their heritage and then reveal it to their inhabitants and visitors. 
The Bayonne valorization project links past and present and brings together the cathedral 
Sainte-Marie, the heart of the listed historical town center, as well as the Marcel Breuer 
housing estate on the eights of Sainte-Croix. 
This ensemble of social housing is the centre of a vast urban redevelopment project. 
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A wide range of theme tours and guided tours are organized all year round by the 
Tourist Office: 

• The walls of Bayonne "topsy-turvy" 

• Le Vieux Bayonne – the old town of Bayonne (Grand Bayonne) 

• Le Petit Bayonne, between the Middle Ages and Modern times 

• Vélo’découverte, cycle tour going from Bayonne to the mouth of the Adour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"Bayonne City Break" weekend 3 days/2 nights including 2 nights bed and breakfast in a 
3 or 4 stars hotel in the town centre, and the ‘Bayonne City Pass ‘which gives you free 
entry to the Museum of Basque life, the Museum of chocolate, free travels on the bus line 
Chronoplus, a 3 course gourmet meal, taxes and travel Diary. 

 

Price: from 147€ per person 

 

More informations : www.bayonne-tourisme.com 

 

Tour price: 6€ per person (free for the under 12s) 

With the Tourist Office’s loyalty scheme, the sixth entry is free! 

 
GUIDED TOURS 

 

The “BAYONNE CITY BREAK" WEEKEND 

http://www.bayonne-tourisme.com/
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Bayonne, a town for fine food and drink 

Of the various delicious Basque specialties that can be savoured in Bayonne, there 
are two which are incontestably the stars of the show: naturally, there’s the famous 
ham that has been enjoyed since Medieval times, but there’s also chocolate, 
another delectable Bayonnais tradition. There are also any number of authentic, 
traditional establishments - cider houses, bodegas, top-class restaurants – that 
have to be visited in order to understand – in the most taste bud-tingling manner 
possible – what it is about Bayonne that makes it without doubt one of the best 
towns in the Basque Country for food and drink. Go on, enjoy-yourself! 

The Festival of Ham, a not-to-be-missed event 

Legend has it that in the 14th century, Gaston Phoebus killed a wild boar which then fell 
into the naturally-occurring saline water at Salies de Béarn and was found the next 
season, perfectly-preserved…Legend or reality? The Festival of Ham is definitely no 
figment of the imagination, having taken place every year during Holy Week, finishing on 
Easter Sunday, since 1426. Thus, for four days, from Thursday 02nd to Sunday 5th April 
2015, around 50 exhibitors gather in the Halles marketplace to reveal some of the secrets 
of their salting and curing methods, to offer tasting sessions of their finest hams and to sell 
their produce. Simply delicious! 

Bodegas y tapas! 

With Bayonne being so close to the Spanish frontier, how could you possible have a 
holiday here without finding the time for a lunch or evening meal in a bodega? The Basque 
Country’s speciality are ‘pintxos’, a type of snack mounted on a cocktail stick or placed on 
a small piece of bread, real artistic creations that are renowned both for the sophistication 
of their visual presentation and their tastiness. Enjoy them sitting down at a table or at the 
bar, accompanied by a glass of Spanish or Basque wine in a friendly atmosphere, 
generally with a relatively young crowd. It’s an experience that’s so special that it’s worth 
making a trip for that alone. 

Cider houses a 100% Basque tradition 

As early as the year AD 1000, the pilgrims along the Way of St James talked of a Basque 
cider called sagardoa. This tasty tradition fell out of favour until the 1990s and is now an 
absolute must… not to be missed under any circumstances! The basic principle doesn’t 
change: a wonderfully friendly, almost rustic setting where everyone gathers around huge 
tables to feast on the same classic menu (cod omelette, Spanish style hake, grilled rib 
steak, sheep’s milk cheese…) and of course, there’s cider aplenty served from a cask. 
This isn’t the ideal occasion for a romantic get-together, but if you’re looking for feisty, 
noisy fun and plenty of good laughs, this is the place for you… 

 

 

 

 

Gourmet Break package : 3 days/2 nights in a 3 or 4 stars accommodation, breakfast, 3 
course cider house meal with cider (other drinks are not included), 1 meal at the Auberge 
du Cheval Blanc (drinks not included) taxes and Travel Diary  
Prices: from 179€ in a 3 stars hotel (per person based on two sharing). 

 

 GOURMET BREAK PACKAGE 
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Bayonne (with a touch of chocolate) 

As amazing as it may seem, chocolate-making is an extremely old Bayonne 
tradition. Dark, bitter, with a high cocoa content – it’s been making a name for the 
town for nearly four hundred years now. To celebrate this "naughty but nice" 
concoction, Bayonne organizes a special festival around Ascension: ‘les journées 
du Chocolat’ (The Chocolate Fair). From Friday in May 30th to 31st 

A delicious Bayonne speciality that’s nearly 400 years old 

The origins of chocolate-making in Bayonne go back to the beginning of the 17th century, 
when Jews from the Iberian peninsula, fleeing from the Inquisition, settled in the Saint 
Esprit district on the right bank of the Adour river. With them, they introduced the technique 
of chocolate-making into France and they were the first people in the realm to work with 
the cocoa bean. Rapidly they built up a fine reputation due to the quality of the ingredients 
they used and the skill they employed in the blending process: the result was a dark, bitter 
chocolate with a high cocoa content. Today, seven expert chocolate-makers are still to be 
found in the town. Organized into their own guild, they pass on their expert skills and 
knowledge of the same recipes that were used 200 years ago. In 1993 they founded an 
organization dedicated to the promotion of Bayonne chocolate: the ‘Académie du 
Chocolat’. 

The Andrieu ‘atelier du chocolat’ (chocolate factory and exhibition) 
This Bayonne institution offers a chance to find out all there is to know about the cultivation 
of the cocoa plant and the history of chocolate in Bayonne. It also features a large 
collection of early 20th century machinery used in chocolate-making. To round off the tour, 
there are showings of an educational film throughout the day, examining the ins and outs 
of cocoa production, the trade of chocolate-maker and everything in between. The tour 
always finishes with a generous tasting session. Whatever you do, don’t miss out on the 
opportunity every morning to watch the staff making the famous Andrieu speciality 
chocolates! 
More information is available from: www.atelierduchocolat.fr 

The Chocolate Fair 

Faithful to tradition, Bayonne celebrates its chocolate each year during the "journées 
chocolat" (Chocolate Fair) during the weekend of Ascension. This year’s fair will be extra-
special: to mark 400 years of French chocolate in fitting style, the fair will last two days 
(from Friday 15th to Saturday 16st May, 2015). Chocolate-dipping is performed in the 
streets and visitors are invited to try out the delicious concoctions made by master-
chocolate makers. Guided tours of the town, through streets and along the river bank, will 
retrace the history of chocolate in Bayonne. An exhibition, seminars and the appointment 
of Bayonne’s ’chocolate ambassadors’ are also on the program for this "totally tasty" fair. 
 
 

 
A guided theme tour is run all year round by the Tourist Office: The Chocolate in 
Bayonne: architecture and chocolate being the two ingredients making up this tour. Take 
a tasty tour of the town’s urban architecture, town houses and new stairwells, which 
finishes off over a cup of hot chocolate… just like in the 17th century! 
Price: 10€ per person (free for the under 12s) 
 
 

 

"Chocolate Bayonne" weekend 2 days/1 nights from Friday 15th to Saturday 16th may 
2015 including 1 night bed and breakfast in a 3 or 4 stars hotel in the town centre, a 
gourmet meal (3 courses, drinks not included) and a guided tour. 

Price: from 105 € per person based on two sharing  

GUIDED TOURS 

CHOCOLATE BAYONNE WEEKEND 
 

http://www.atelierduchocolat.fr/
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Game, set and match to sport! 

Although Bayonne is a past master of the art of easy, elegant living, this isn’t to say 
that the town doesn’t like sport. And the sporting world repays the compliment 
handsomely. Some of the most famous chapters in the history of rowing, rugby and 
Basque pelota have been written here and here they remain, engraved in the 
collective memory. Another highly-regarded ball game in the Basque Country, golf, 
draws more and more people to the prestigious courses that ring Bayonne. 

 

Rowing and rugby, intertwined fates 

In historical terms, rowing remains the town sport par excellence. The "Société Nautique 
de Bayonne" (Bayonne Rowing Club) was founded in 1875, to be followed some 30 years 
later by the well-publicized foundation of a rival, multi-sports association, "l’Aviron 
Bayonnais". However, the latter club first earned its sporting spurs and established its 
reputation by triumphing on the rugby pitch in 1913, thanks to the success of the "la 
bayonnaise" style of play. The Aviron club is proud of having won every single title there is 
to win in this sport at least once and many of its members have done the French national 
rugby team proud on pitches right across the world. The Bayonne home crowd (and what 
a home crowd they are!) is recognized as being one of the most fervent, perhaps the most 
fervent in the whole country. And Pottoka (pronounced potioka), Aviron Bayonnais’ famous 
mascot, now no longer needs any introduction. This mascot, in the form of a potbellied 
little horse (the pottok is a small pony to be found in the Basque Country) can be seen on 
match days at the Jean Dauger stadium (which is just as famous). On such days, the town 
becomes a sea of sky blue and white in a display of feverish, infectious enthusiasm that 
you shouldn’t miss for the world. 

 

Pelota – Queen of sports 

Rugby may be King in Bayonne, but pelota is mostly certainly Queen. An offshoot of the 
centuries-old game of ‘jeu de paume’ (real tennis), very present in all the surrounding 
villages, pelota became Basque with the invention of the more rapid game, of the small 
and large wicker baskets (chistera) but above all, with the development of the game in its 
‘bare-handed’ form, played against a single wall. It’s not by chance therefore, that in the 
heart of the lovely "Petit Bayonne" district, Bayonne can lay claim to the oldest ‘trinquet’ 
(closed court): the trinquet Saint André. In 1997 a new trinquet was opened, the first glass-
walled trinquet in the world, a must-see that can be visited in the Arènes district. 

 

The birthplace of French golf 
With more than ten golf courses close at hand, Bayonne is a fine town for golf-lovers. The 
Makila Golf Club, three kilometres from the town centre, was skilfully designed by 
American golf architect Rocky Roquemore, with a course set in a stunning natural location 
within sight of the Pyrenees. The nearby golf de Chiberta is without doubt one of the most 
beautiful courses in Europe. In keeping with the finest traditions of British links, the course 
stretches out between pine trees and the sea. As for the golf de Biarritz le Phare, its 
reputation is secure, it being one of the oldest courses in France with legendary holes 
featuring dizzying drops down to the ocean below. 
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Week-end Top 14 2 days/1 night including 1 night in a 4 star hotel in the town center 

wwith with breakfast, 1 dinner in cider factory (3 dishes, drinks not inclued except cider 

unlimited), the journey diary (it include the tourist documentation of the city and the 

Basque Country) and the tourist tax your place in the match in covered north stand and the 

scarf of Aviron Bayonnais is offer 

Price: from 125€ per person  

 

Golf weekend, 4 days/3 nights including 3 nights bed and breakfast in a 3 star hotel in 
the town centre, one round of 18 holes at the Makila Golf Club (par 72 measuring 6,176m), 
one round of 18 holes at the golf de Chiberta (par 70 measuring 5,650m), one round of 18 
holes at the golf de Biarritz le Phare (par 69 measuring 5,402m) and a cider house meal. 

Price: from 388 € per person based on 2 sharing 

 

 

BASQUE COUNTRY WEEKEND 
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Bayonne, festival town 

 

 

Bayonne wouldn’t be Bayonne without its famous August festival. The festival has 
kicked off at 10pm on Wednesday evening. For the next five days until Sunday, the 
whole town dresses up in white, puts on its red scarves and lets itself be caught up 
in a spirit of infectious joy. 

A massive program of events for all ages, from morning until night, 
Everyday at noon, Roi Léon, the Festival King, is woken up so that the festivities can 
begin: a packed program that runs from morning until late into the night. Bandas 
(costumed musical groups), a float parade and procession, "giant heads" parade, the cow-
run on the place Saint-André, the intoxicating dantzazpi (traditional dances and music) on 
the place Montaut, pelota tournament at the Trinquet Moderne the festival is everywhere to 
be seen, everyone’s enjoying themselves, all dressed up in white and red, naturally! 
Bayonne people wouldn’t miss this event for the world. In fact, many natives of the town 
actually come back from all over the world to be a part of this joyous explosion of ‘joie de 
vivre’, a festival that some say is right up there with the planet’s best, just behind the 
Carnival of Rio and the neighbouring San-Fermines in Pamplona during the month of July, 
the original inspiration behind the festival of Bayonne in the 1930s. Thursday is children’s 
day: a huge picnic is organized at midday with clowns, games etc. Every evening at 
sunset, the festival takes on another, equally magical dimension. In bars and restaurants, 
at gourmet food stands, in heaving pubs, on both sides of the Nive river, all the "festayres" 
(festival-goers), regardless of culture, race or language, are caught up in the joy of the 
moment. The streets are thronged, full of a happy whirl of sound and noise and movement, 
of people going from peñas to peñas, (a type of neighbourhood club or association only to 
be found in Bayonne), the premises of which provide a welcome right into the early hours 
for friends and club members, whether their membership lasts an evening or a whole 
lifetime. 
 

 

 

France’s biggest bullring  

 
As France’s oldest bull-fighting town, Bayonne is proud of this tradition, its participation in 
which is documented in the world’s oldest written text on the subject, dating from 1289. In 
this case, it is a decree regulating the transportation of animals in the streets to the 
abattoir. In 1701, the first Spanish style bull-run took place in a specially constructed arena 
in the place de Gramont – now known as place de la Liberté – in homage to Philip V of 
Spain. However, it isn’t until 1853 that the corrida in its ‘modern’ form, with mounted 
picadors and the actual killing of the bull, really makes its appearance in France, again in 
Bayonne (in the St-Esprit district). The present-day bullring was built in the Moorish revival 
style and opened at Lachepaillet in 1893. It is the largest in the Southwest, able to seat 
10,400 people. Since then, the greatest matadors have come here every year to this 
legendary sand-covered arena to confront fighting bulls raised from the finest stock. 

 

 
 

 

THE FESTIVAL OF BAYONNE 29th JULY to 02nd AUGUST 2015 

BULFIGHTING  
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Bayonne for group visits 

Boasting an exceptionally rich heritage, Bayonne is proud of its status as a city of 
the Arts and the cultural capital of the Basque Country. Thanks to its geographical 
location, it’s also a natural base from which to explore the region. In order to make it 
easier for bus tour groups and organized guided tours to explore the town, the 
Tourist Office’s Group visits department has drawn up a range of packages and 
tours focusing on cultural heritage and Bayonne’s culinary traditions. It can also 
offer, on request, a range of "à la carte" services. 

 

 

Guided tour of Vieux Bayonne (the old town of Bayonne) 
From the walls that have protected the town for more than 15 centuries to the magnificent 
UNESCO World Heritage-listed cathedral, Bayonne has plenty to offer. It’s in the narrow 
streets of its old districts that you can sense the town’s historical heart-beat: its old canals, 
cellars, the cathedral cloister, the Château Vieux, the tall, narrow houses adorned with 
colourful wooden shutters and frames, everything here breathes authenticity…and a 
quality that is unique in its class. 
Price: 6€ per person (duration: 1H30 hours) 

"Bayonne, city of the Arts and Traditions" Day tour 

This package includes a tour of Vieux Bayonne accompanied by an expert guide, the 
chance to visit premises where Bayonne Ham undergoes curing, a lunch composed of 
local specialities in a restaurant in Vieux Bayonne, a visit of the Bonnat Museum or the 
Museum of Basque life, and to round things off, an introduction to the cultivation of the 
cocoa plant, the history of chocolate in Bayonne and a visit to the Andrieu ‘atelier du 
Chocolat’ exhibition. 
Price: 45€ per person 

2 days / 1 night: Bayonne and the Basque coast (Biarritz Saint-Jean de Luz) 
This package will enable you to discover the three leading towns on the Basque coast. 
The first day is set aside for a guided tour of the town of Bayonne, taking in traditional 
Bayonne Ham producer’s premises (curing houses, drying rooms etc), the bullring and the 
Andrieu ‘atelier du Chocolat’ exhibition. An evening meal in a cider house will bring the day 
to a close. The second day is given over to a guided tour of Biarritz and Saint-Jean de Luz 
as well as a visit to the famous Musée de la Mer (Aquarium and Museum of marine life) in 
Biarritz. 
Price: from 170€ per person (one night’s accommodation in 3 star hotel in Bayonne 
- includes 2 breakfasts and one evening meal). 

2 days / 1 night: Bayonne and the heart of the Basque Country 

This package offers the chance to explore Bayonne and the main sights in the rest of the 
Basque Country. The first day is set aside for a guided tour of the town of Bayonne, taking 
in traditional Bayonne Ham producer’s premises (curing houses, drying rooms etc), the 
bullring and the Andrieu ‘atelier du Chocolat’ exhibition. An evening meal in a cider house 
will bring the day to a close. The morning of the second day will be spent visiting the town 
of Saint-Jean-Pied-de-Port, followed by lunch at the Trinquet restaurant in Louhossoa. The 
afternoon will afford a chance to discover the village of Espelette, followed by a visit to 
Arnaga, the home of Edmond Rostand, located in Cambo-les-Bains. 
Price: from 175€ per person (one night’s accommodation in 3 star hotel in Bayonne 
- includes 2 breakfasts and one evening meal). 
 

 

 

 

GROUP PACKAGES 2015 (minimum of 20 participants) 
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Bayonne and the Basque Country are an ideal destination for the organizing of your 

seminaries and conferences. The Tourist Office Group Service is at your disposition to 

help you in the organizing in your next vent or seminary. 

More information on www.bayonne-seminaires.com 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
SEMINARIES IN BAYONNE 
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HAM FAIR : 2nd to 5th of April 
 

CHOCOLATE WEEK-END : 15th and 16th  of May 
 

 
 

MUSIC FESTIVAL : 21st of June 
 

FESTIVAL KULTURE & SPORT : 
 

SALSA CONCERT FESTIVAL :  27th of June 
 

MEDIEVAL MARKET : 11st  to 14TH of July 
 

BAYONNE FESTIVAL : 29th july to 2sd august  
 

 
 
 

BULLFIGHTING : 1st, 2nd and 15th of August as 5th  and 6th  of September 
 

NATIONAL HERITAGE DAYS : 20th and 21st of September 
  
   
 
 
 

MAIN EVENTS IN BAYONNE IN 2015 
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Ideally located just ten minutes from the beach, Biarritz and the airport and thirty 
minutes from Spain and the Pyrenees, Bayonne is the perfect place to stop for a few 
days’ holiday in Southwest France. 
 

By Road 

Paris A10, N10 (4 voies), A63 (E 05) - 789 

km 

Lyon A7, A9, A61, N117, A64 (E15-E80) - 

735 km 

Marseille A54, A9, A61, N117, A64 (E15-

E80) 

 

1 hour 30 minutes by road from Bordeaux 
and 2 hours 30 minutes from Toulouse 
 
 
 
By train 

SNCF train station - Place Pereire - 64100 
Bayonne. Timetables and bookings: 
www.voyages-sncf.com 
Main line services: Paris - Madrid and 
Vintimille - Hendaye. 
Served by several high-speed TGV trains per 
day from Paris - Gare Montparnasse and 
Lille. 
 4 hours 45 minutes in high-speed TGV 
train from Paris Montparnasse

 

GETTING TO BAYONNE 

Bilbao A1 (E70) 

Madrid N1, A1 (E70) 

Bordeaux (187 km 

Clermont-Ferrand (555 km) 

Montpellier (534 km) 

Nantes (512 km) 

Pau (90 km) 

Toulouse (350 km) 
Espagne (25 km) 

By aeroplane  

Bayonne-Anglet-Biarritz airport is 10 
minutes from the town centre. 

Information: Tel: 33 (0)5 59 43 83 83 – Flight 

times: www.biarritz.aeroport.fr 
 

Destinations : Strasbourg – Paris – Lyon 

– Nice – Marseille  

Genève – Dublin – Londres – Bruxelles – 
Stockholm - Oslo- Copenhague 

http://www.voyages-sncf.com/
http://www.biarritz.aeroport.fr/


    

 

 


